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TILLAMOOK < The county

‘has the dubious distinction of

being ranked .No. 1, with the

worst roads in Oregon accord—

ing to a statewide assessrent,

.. Thé precarious status of fed-.
eral Safety - Net fund_mg, dedi-

. cated to county road ‘mainte-

narice, . that has been received

~annually since 2000 in lieu of

timber hatvests on federal forest

lands has placed the future. of
: county roads in jeopardy, . At
this point, fundmg, which-has
“been at $1.8 million annually in
~recent years was renewed for.

¢

vone rnore year but 1s set- to‘
. expire in 2008. ‘

With- d]l that in- ‘mind, the‘
county *has begun - a process

that, with voter approval, could

~;u1t1mately lead to fundmg a
countywide servrce d1strrct Tor-
1oads

It's.a step by step process

L.

.County . commlssroners

'Slgned an’ order July 25; initiat- -
. inga oountyw1de roads dlstrrct )
and sét a public heating for
Aug. 29, 9: 30 a.m:, at the Com-
xc1t1es ’

missioners Meetmg Room at

the Courthouse. A second pub-
- lic hearing is set.for Sept. 26,
9 30 a.m, Barrmg unforeseen,,

. "',

developments, an order would :
then - be signed, formmg the
roads
include all areas in the county

“district « that - would

outside:-of " the 1ncorporated

"By the Aug 129 hearmg, the
county may have determined

‘the tax rate that would be sub-

mltted 10 the voters in May,

.acoordmg ‘to, Paul Levesque, :

managethent analyst

Lo fWe'll et publlc input on this -

armunt (at that time),” said Com-

‘missioner Charles Hurliman.

- Nov, 22 is the deadhne for"
Sec ROADS, Page A13
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frhng a ballot measiire w1th the '

‘county clerk. for a permanent.
tax rate, td be on the May 20
- 2008, ballot. | ‘

~“We have. to do thrs,’f said -
County -Commissionet Tim
Josi. “It’s their (county taxpay-
"ets) investment.” We have an
-ethical obhgatron to take th1s to
“the voters.”

He added, “If they’ say no,’
~ then so be it. We'll end up with
“gravel roads throughout  the .

county — and we may not have
the capacny to maintaih them
. even in-a gravel state.”” -

Commission - Chair. Mark

. Labhart todk a ‘similar stance '

F-_last month when he supported
~ formation of the road district. -

“As he put it, “The citizens
‘expect that we: provrde leader-
Shlp LR
E Hurhman, addlng h1s sup-
| port, observed that.: Public "
Works: Director- Liane Welch, *
"thrOugh ‘efficiencies in her
department has showed. voters
~ “their, money is bemg spent
,'w1sely )

A property tax for roads
failed in the late 1990s, and has
not ‘been levied ‘in ‘the county”
since the' 1950s, according to
county officials. They- point out
. that’ state law prohibits use of

county general fund property
taxes from being spent on roads
. or br1dges o

“The county is in the posrtron
' of not bemg able to inctease its
p’ermanen‘t “tax ‘rate to use-
money - for roads,” said

Levesque “We are prevented

vconstrtutlonally from gomg to -
‘the voters for an ificreéase. in the
‘tax: rate. So this (road district -

[N '

levy proposal) 1s our “only

_'optron il

" Othet than the federal Safety

Net: funding (comprising 42.7-
f‘percent of the road fund budget)
sét to expire in 2008 — with
further ‘renewal expected tobe

-

either. nonexistént  or, at best
reduced in ‘amourit = county
road funds are. otherwrse made

‘up from about' 6 percent from,
local fees, ‘with revenue from
the state s gasoline tax making
“up’ much-of the balance of the
road fund. However, the. gas tax
has- not - been 1ncreased smce

1993

. Tt-takes about a penny a year
in gas tax increases fo keep up
wlth 1nﬂat10n Josi, sa1d “so you »

of 80.

; tam state;” he said, the base is'
, lost and you have to repa1r the S
‘whole road.”” :

BOB REED/HEADLIGHT HERALD PHOTOS
»Publlc Works employee Bob Malo, north dlstrlct, operates” ,
,roller wbrator to mmpact the asphalt on Bayocean Road S

can imagine where we are.””

. The county should be paving
20 miles. 4 road per year, Josi .
pornted out, but “we’re domg‘ﬂ
8,” he said, He noted that'the,

“county. roads’ have a Cond1t10n‘
~ Payement Index . of 48, ‘com~ |

pared to the acceptable standardv

* “When the roads reach a ce

Placmg temporar lhlghway centerline "
markers is Mlke Wynands, south district,:

gmg Job
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"Dena Smlth enjoys her vehlcle-ﬂag-

o TILL MOOK——-—” Thé
& T111amoo Couiity . Public
i Works is mldway through the
-2007, summet asphait 0ver1ay
*program' and last week saw
- work' o the Bayocear Road
" to Cape Meares and ‘the Three

',Capes Scemc Route, -

*The asphalt overlay‘crew is;
made up of employees from

;;,,County at half-way pomt on overlays
‘whete 1.7 miles was complet- ,
‘ed and moved to the larger
_central district where 4.1 -
each of the three road districts
iricluding north, central and.
- south: The overlay project -
began in " the- north district

miles of overlay is planned, . -
The project will conclude
w1th 2.4 miles in the south dis-

/ trlct.

The staffrng level at county j. —

l’ublrc Works also depends orl -

secure funding. According " to
Welch, staffing last year was at
31.1t’s at 27 now, and if fund-

ing is not secuted, the levél W111 _
. beat14 employees L .
.- Asfor the tax rate that would :
be sought, Josi said, “When' we ‘

calculate the tax rate, we’re

,assummg the Safety Net is
going away, and that the Legis- -

lature. will eventually iicrease
the gas tax ot help local. govern-

‘ ,ments The bottom line is that J
we’ll: ask. for Soir othmg we ]

' th1nk is reasonable < it ' won t
be the Cadillac versron A




