+ $220 million to Oregon cotinties, "

f congressronal “delegation,
'~ Secure. Rural Schools and Com-
niunity Self- Determination Act,.
- or-so-called. safety ‘net 1eg1s1a~,,
’,tron ‘was not mcluded inaspend-
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‘Sen. Smith sees some hope for
safety netfunds in March bill

BY KEN O’TOOLE '

‘ TILLAMOQKrm An emer—'
gency supplemental appropna—

lieu-of-timbet: - payments pro-
gram that last year supphed some

US. Sen..‘Gordon” Smith - told
teleconference call partlclpants

llast Thursday

Despite efforts by the state’s

 ing bill last week, The safety net

: legrslatlon has prov1ded bay:.
' ments’ to counties — inclyding.
Tillamook — ‘that ‘wold other- .
wise ' have. been received from,

loggmg on federal lands.

. Tillamook County Coriimis:
, sloner Mark Labhait, who, with-
representativés from about half -
- of Oregon’s ‘counties, took part.

| in.the, conference call, is among

' those who have: pornted out how -

‘»_cnucal the funding is to - the

countys-In"a report to county’
employees this month, e said,

- “The 'board " is- very concerned
' about the possibility of losmg

©$1.8. million .from the Road
Department’s budget. (about 40~
~percent “of .its -budget) and -
$550,000 from our general fund

~ budget-if the federal sdfety net

funding is not reauthorized.” -

P

tions bill to be considered "in.
early March may. be the last best.-
hope for restorirg an- exprred ins

the.

o plemental

He sald the commissioners are
Yactively workmg on this issue at
 alllevels, and will be consldermg
- joining other counties in a ¢ost-
‘share effort fo hiré the third-

largest lobbying fitm in Wash-

- dngton, D.C., to' secure reatitho-
“rization’ through both charbers
. of Congress, and. eventu"dly ‘the
‘premdent ? .

.+Labhart sald ' that Srmth told

county representatives durmg the

. call that the’ difficulty is that the
rest of the country is indiffetent |
to the: county’s funding phght :
‘and that nerghbormg states ‘—= |

Idaho, for ‘example —  don’t
agree on,the funding formula, -

daho Sen., Larry Craig does
not shpport 4 seven-year reatitho--

rization bill introduced by Ore:

goti Sén.' Ron Wyden this year.
Cralg beheves Oregoti ‘counties .
are “getting a drsproportlonately*

larger share.'of the'’ payments

»‘Labhart explamed
~ Smith“told the county repre- |
sentatives that thé leadership in

both - the ; Seénat¢ and House
appear to'be in agreement o ,a
one-year extension. of the pay-f
ments. He said' one - long-tetm
plan in’ the ‘works calls. for

“Incredsing the pié (total revente

available forr payments)”. so the . |
other tecipient states, such- as

Idaho, get,more and Oregon gets

the same amount as. recelved pre-"

- viously, +
‘According to Labhart Smlth*
»sald President Bush has said he
. wﬂl support the emergency sup-
approprratronsa — 1

Wthh is mainly. mlhtary fundmg

. — with the' county payments
- provision attached.

The pioblem Sthith sa1d 18
that thete miay not.be suppoit for
the' overall. emergency supple- :

mental as'it does not require off- *

‘offsets to pay-for them, and that

“‘1s dlfflcult to achreve Co

|

i

R

" -sets (cuts elsewhere to prov1de“”
-\for the funding): Smith said any -
‘other ;fundmg resources call for

4



