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President’s budget reduces
fundmg for county roads

TILLAMOOK - Presrdent

: 'Bush’s proposed fiscal year

2007 budget reduces federal.,

ent innext year's budget

ats.

alled the Secure Rural

Cand: Communrtres Aot
06-393). The, bill ig also

L | own as the Federal Safety
- Net Progranm; :

“'Sirice 1908; 25° percent of
S, Forest Setvice reveniues

1 m timber sales; mineral =

_“fesources, and grazing fees,

_have been teturried.to states in-
which national forest lands are

- Jocated to helpmaintain and

‘impréve logal schools roads

.- and other activities; Because

técelpts from timbet sales fluc:

. tuated over time and have been
' Severely reduced in the last -

de‘as a reSult of envrron-‘

‘fundlng for county roads by 25 :

L pere
. “with a plan to phase out all fed--
~eral fundr,ng for county roads 1n,

L

rnental restrrctrons, it 2000

_Congress developed the -

"Secure Rural Schools™ Act to

stabrlrze payments to states for '
" five years, from 2001 to 2006, -
- If adopted ‘the change will be

the payment plan s second

tmajor alteration in five years. In -
~ 2000, the "Secure Rural '
Schools" Act separated pay—

" mefits to states from 92 years of
5 trmber sales and grazing fees,

In the FY 2007 ‘budget, the

president’s budget proposes to
- provide a funding basis for the -
" continyation-of the Secure .

Rural S¢hogls and

\Comrnunrtres Act (PL 106 393)
- through authorizing, the sale of
+-certain parcels of Natronal
' Forest System Lands.. -

‘The presrdent 8 budget and

- the reduction in Secure Rural. -

. Schools and, Community. Self -
Determination Act will have a )
. significant 1rnpact on Tﬂlamook‘

County roads, accordrng to
~ County Commissioner, Mark
Labhart,

Trllarnook Coynty will
receive about $1,746,400 this
- year{ from the federal Safety Net -

- payments. In 2007, the presi-

dent’s proposed budget would
reduce this funding by 25 per-" -
cent, to $1 309,800, a cut of

. $436,600, he said. -

"If this cut makes it through
the federal budget it would be a
significant hit to.our-already’
cash strapped county road sys-

‘tem," said Labhart, "If the pres~ .

ident’s proposal is allowed to
contrnue as proposed for five

- years, we lose all $1.7 million" »
for rnalntarnrng out county
' “roads." '

The commrss1oners wrll be

' working closely with congres- -

sioral staff to ensurg that the -
otiginal commitment by the

federal,gOVernment contrnues, e

accordmg to Commrsslon Charr

- TimJosi.’

- "Our congressronal staff has
- ‘beeh very supportrve of fuill
_authorization of the Safety Net
“Law all along and we will con-"

|

 finue to work closely with them.

““through the federal budget :
process,” said Commrssroner
"Chuck. Hurliman,

Mt is 1mportant to. remember' :

. that this is only a prOposed
‘budget,"

included this-program in his’

said Labhatt. It is sig-
" nificant that the president '

TN

Dbudget — it sets the program as |

‘a priority. The presrdent pros.

- ‘poses, and- Congress ﬂrsposes

. The ¢ommissioners are cornrnrt—

. ted to continue to work with |

‘Congresson full reauthorization
“of the Secure Rural Schools and
Cornmunrty Self Determrnatron
Act Mo



