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R rfmancral stabrhty and employ
mefit opportunities. * =

TILLAMOOK The major" ‘

issues shadowmg Tillamook

-+ County in 2006 haven’t faded

" much over the past few years,
High on this year’s list of

County Comimissionets’ con-

© cerns are the future of timber
- révenues, Road Department

ealth Department B

Commrssmner Tnn Josr WhO, :

has rotated to the panel’s charr—

. ‘mian seat this-year, hashis - -
SlghtS set on creatlng mére cet-
tainty in Tillamook State Forest '

timber harvest levels, as do fel:

- low Commissroners Charles

" Hurliman and Mark Labhatt,
“Josi has be n serving s.?the s 1O
: 'cheurof é ( i

" Trust Land Counties, with
’ efforts centering on litigation
.and estabhshmg sustalnable

~ harvest levels. " ~

By way of litigation back-

‘ground, Josi pointed out that the ;

2003 Oregon. Legislaturé took

" $10 million of timber receipts
3 earmarked by the Oregon

o A 70- year hlstory ex1sts
where the state and counties

' ‘have worked together, with all -
~actions taken by the state being
- with the consent of the coun-

tigs, o

oy °Thecontr“"

relatlonshlp cannot be altered or
: removed Wlthout the consent of ,

As for. estabhshlng sustains-

" able harvest levels, Josi:said the
ODF, Board of Forestry and the’

See COUNTY Page A1 1

s The arrange,ment prov1des

L for managerent of the forest-
- lands to-achieve the hlghest ‘
* return to the counties,

i
P

e

|mber lssues

-These 15 countles sued the state
+ . .and wonin Circuit Court. He
© - said the judge’s rulihg in the -
- ‘¢ounties’ faVor sa1d essentlal- ,
- ly, that: :

: ‘If it’s (safety-net

‘Ieglslatlon) not reau-

thorized,. it'll havea

, .devastatmg effect on
| the county’s Road
'Department 4

e CoUnty;Com‘missiOh E
- Chairman Tim Josi



COUNTY

.+ since: Emu wzmgmgorgomﬂ

ooszscma q_.oq: _ummm >A

. Trust: OoEpnom have U@@w éonml

" ing for the past two years on a-
survey: and Boaw&bm process

. “that will w&w us determine the

" costs-and benefits of various

~ management practices. Decisions
that will affect the future eco-
nomic viability of Tillamook

» County will be made by E@ mid-
dle of 2006.” :

For Josi, as the Hmﬁn@mmuﬂmnzo

of the Trust Counties, “my role
in this-decision-making process

* is pivotal,” he said.-“Timber har- -

-vesting sustains and creates fam-
“ily-wage jobs, provides funding
for governmental services and
provides-needed revenues-for-our
- schools. T:will be advecating for
aforest management plan. that
‘maxiniizes a sustainable timber
harvest level, which-will notbe

detrimental to EnVIronm H& mb@

2 ‘Hoﬂomaom& amenities:”

" Inother éo&m Josi. mEP ag%
mo& is to maximize timber rev-
‘enue in.an @bSHouBmem%

HowﬁObmHEo im%

" The mm."mq net
-In another timber-related: con-
cern, county commissioners are
nervously observing the direc-
tion of the wind as they await
* congressional action by the end

- . -of this yearon whether the safe- -

“ty-net legislation — called PL.
106-393 — providing counties
* with funding in lieu of revenue
“that would have come from har-
" vestof timber from its federal -
forestlands.

Josi offered sofne background -
_ onthe. o<o~zﬁow om this revenue

source.. :

“The N ational Forest System -

“was formed.in 1905 from the-

"Forest Reserves, which were

u.,@mgwmvoa between 1891 and
1905 by presidential proclama-

-tion: During that time, 153 mil--
Hon acres.of forestlands, were set
-aside in forest iéserves and ;

- removed from futare settlement -
and ecopomic development. This
imposed mao& hardships on
counties in the Western states.”

' Tillamook was one of 98@

_counties.. .,

--Sodn’ G@@ ‘a 8um8mm8u&
_uE *created a revenue-sharing .

) E@omemB o offset moH forest
counties the @mmwoa of 1 HaBogm
these lands from economic - -

: mmd&owduo it Josi said. This;

%n@ﬂan@&wh«wm ﬁonoommb_mmu

- revenue generated from the mul-
tiple-use management of our
national forests would be shared
with the counties t0 mﬁ@won
roads and public schools.” -

- "This arrangement worked well
~_ until about Gwm uo& said, and -

- of over 85 percent in actual rev--
- enues generated on our national .

_..vmmm >._m n_._w_NSOOW O_‘m <<ma ,_m::wé j Moom _._wma_.m:ﬂ.:wwm_a

levels have dropped to-almost
zero. Most counties, incliding - .
Tillamook, H%@ seen adecline ’ ._.

forests. .
<50, 102000 Oowmnwmm @mmmwa

 PL 106-393; Josi said, and this is
~“intended to provide short-term

relief for counties until timber -
rmd\ommum on our federal forests
can again resume on a sustain-
mEm level™ - Sl

The wo%mymﬁg s mﬁ.%@ma

@oﬂom ends this September, “and

unforfunately, #he issues’ chow as
the Endangered Species Act)-
leadinig to:the shutting down: 90
.out federal forests for timber har-
vests-havenot: _gog Hmmo?wmvz
Jost mma; -

- "The fimber counties have been

Hodd%Em vigorously to Hzm this

.- renewed for mboE Six years.

It’s important, Josi said, because
this safety-net ?b&um @Hoﬁmmm

-nearly $1.8 millior m%@ma o E@

. ;HboomBQ S Homm, @Homamb.
"Thatrepresents ﬂomaq Ao @Q,.: v

"~ cent of the courity’s Road”

Co ,Uobmagoﬁ gmm@v moooEEm to

, mﬁruumb
RIS not: HnmﬁronNnP ; H—

. .. bave a-devastating effect on. the
- county’s Road Uo@naggws uomH
- said: .

The othier: HEENQ SOUrce: @m

. “funding for the Road Uowﬁaﬁma. )
' comes'from gastaxes and state

motor vehicle fee fevenue
shares. The gas tax is set by the

- Legislature; Josi said, and this
,rmmuﬁcoggmom&bonuog

“We have stars in. our favor to
get reauthorization;” Hurliman

- said. “We’re really working the

Hill (Congress) hard.” -
However, he isnot ownEumno

about when the legislation wolld

come upfor anotherrenewal |

. -another six years frompow.
oo ¥The  message from mpoﬂ.mm

(Congress) is that PL. 106-393
will not get reauthorized after.

. this time,” said Hurliman.

Of couise, it’s not just for. -
roads. The legislation represents -
millions of dollars-across the
state in:schools: m:wwoF as-well,

.. he said. “So.we need-fo have
_something worked out.”

" Forthat reason; he sees the

. urgency for working for the fed-

eral Bureanof T.and e

- Managemeritto create a forest

management strategy ENE :ﬁ\o

- peed to-have-a plan that’s in.
-mnoderation mba makes good sci-

entific sense.”

5 - -

TeVenues; JOsi $aid; " WeTare

’ ubmwﬂnﬁ_&bw our-county road -
. system by about a million: dolazs -

ayear. I'we don’t do something
500D, -OUr-economy may-grind to
a halt because ourroad system is
failing. We should be paving

., vote yes for funding for our

sazesult of these QSE%% ol

., ,@4@&&@@ m@@ﬁ 20 Bnom a .

- lyear. We're only mEn o RZ@

- about four miles a year.”
T his view, aS@ needto.”

e nmooﬁmmm our legislators torfind

the uomm& funding for Oregon’ m
* state and local Emﬁ%m% system.

We. &mebooa to-again‘ask the-

people om Tillamook County to

county roads. Currently; no prop-
.. erty tax receipts’ pay for county.
roads.”

He pointed out 9& 5@ <m,.Eo
of the county road systent is
about.$168 million — :mumﬂ s E@
investment we gﬁw How.”

‘Airoads levy was: m@momaa by -

two-thirds of the county’s voters

~in 1999.

‘Now, ifa: taxing QmBQ to-
fund: ooab@ Toads were tobe
approved-by-voters, that would
create two sources-of revenue—
_property taxes and state an@n /
revenues; he said. .

- Theissueis prominenton
Labhart’ wm&ﬁ as-well’On his
Tist-of issues wwo&bm to be-tack-
led this year is finding opportumi-
‘ties “to partially fund our Road ™
Uowmwmnobﬁ §Eoﬁ anommEm

- taxes.”
. manumb, said he will be ,QEW
ing with'State Sen: Betsy. . - -
Jobnson about the wowgm& for
using: m@&ﬁoﬁ& state revenues
for Womm Department funding. -

talks with ODF about.whether -
other roads-in the county would
. -qualify for ODF repair-funding
assistance, detived from-a per-
centage taken from timber sales.

 So far, he said, this has provided

some $300,000 for repairs on:
, Trask River Road, heavily ﬁm@m
by logging mEowm

_._mm_ﬁ_‘_ Uo_umn_dmﬂ

. stability
go%om meoney issue that will

. continue to occupy-comimission-

ers’ agendas this yearis complet-

ing afinancial recovery plan for

. the county Health Department.
+This is making good headway,

. Josi said, although a,permanent

; Qo@éoﬁm administrator moust

year, ope administrator resigned.
and another was terminated. -
Tnterim »mﬁiumnmﬂom u omwo%
Davis was’ ‘hired, and commis-
sioners just last week extended

- ‘his:contract anothertwo Bou@.m :

“Under: new interim manage--

i .B@E mbm a mw% ogmm financial

S said:’ du@mﬂawgﬂ mﬁ:h,m now
knows the level of revenues
.expected-of them, and expendi-. -
tures have been budgeted by line
item. T think its safe to say we . -

~ have turned the corner. We still

have some fine-tuning to-do, but

oo

He also sees a need for H,EEQ,

yetbehired. As the department’s
: ddmmw led red ink over the past -

o npo mome Um@mﬁama is-well « on.
L atsrway 8 mnmbﬁa mﬁmg:% A

<<m:~m <m. needs
mww&abm again-of mbmuowm
among Hurliman’s priorities, he -

. "said, is the amnm&EEEm of
' countygovernment.” This would
” “involve distinguishing between
. * - “wants and needs” among
, departments, and determining -
" “how many-services we EZ@
~ that everlap.”

In‘other words, hie @NE»E@P
‘when it comes to the question of

“hiring : a new Sheriff’s Office

~ - deputy, “is that the mission of*
. Tillamiook Couinity to hire him- .

_over (adding) anothier person in

the Tax Department?’
- "The concern, he said, is the

. potential need to-downsize staff,

~ if necessary in'the future. He
--believes there is aneed to devel-
- op a comprehensive plan that

would help-determine whether
“services we provide today sup-

‘ - ply yesterday’s needs.” As part
" of this study, the @mmﬂgﬁmm of

comparable counties would ,cw
omeE&u he said. :
Eabhart’s list.of issues-to:be

- dealt with also note'a needto .

keep looking for ways to imple-
ment efficiencies in county: gov-

Oﬂubu@ﬂn.

Hurliman believes. county
government:can also take a lead-
ership role:in-an area outside of -
government that alsohasan
impact on:quality of 1ifé in
Tillamook County — youth .

employment. “Business has.a -

. problem with the amount-of pee-
* ple who can’pass the &:m test,”

he said.
~ This could E<o~<o wﬁ@ﬁon of

+ an-additional &:mrméﬁmnmmw -
| program; at'the high mogoH Hﬁi
mba @&oﬁ b@ wma s =

Onsm_, _wm:mw ;
dwm listof county issues for
2006 goes on. :
© Among: those Wm&gﬁpm aptic~ -
%mmbm E&&m
« Putting more dollars intoa -
County wEEEm Maintenance -
and fmprovement Fund: -
A Wmmowﬂmm the wmooua WOBa
“renital issue.”
« Deciding what todo with'the
-0ld Main Library site.
e OoEﬁ@nnmwoé to finance -
‘replacement cm the mmhmnocaam :
mnmb%ﬁmbmm .

L ,QQEH_W federal: mEaEm to -
mEm& repair of the' the jetties.

moomEm %enmrosm the county.
.« Explore thore: omonEEﬂom :
- for affordable housing.
However, commissioners say.
_they Temain ‘mindful of the need
" t0- mS% intouch with what’s on
_the'minds of their-constituents..
- Part-of this, Labhart said,
" involvesitraveling throughout the
county “to listen to citizens and
be invelved in theiractivities:™”
‘Hurliman said it-also-means .
“watching out for the people of -
Tiltamook Oozuam on ammurﬂo- :
3 mm% issues.”



